CHAPTER VIII.

THE  REORGANISATION  OF THE  MONARCHY.
1598-1610.

peace had been restored and the
religious difficulty compromised, the
most pressing need of the Govern-
ment was to find some escape from
the terrible financial embarrassment,
due as much to extravagance* malad-
ministration and dishonesty as to thirty-five years of
civil and foreign war. Henry IV. was fortunate in
having by his side the right man for the tas-k, and
he showed himself worthy of such good fortune
by giving to that man full confidence and constant
support.

The merit of Rosny lay, not in the possession of
creative genius, but in an exceptional talent for ad-
ministration and organisation ; in an inborn hatred of
extravagance and.disorder. His reforms were in no
sense revolutionary; and consisted for the most part
in introducing a careful and orderly collection of the
revenue; in abolishing abuses not a necessary part
of the existing system ; in establishing, wherever he
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